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Treasury Department, 


BUREAU OF THE MINT, 


Washington, Dy eenecennen 30,..1889,. 188 


The Superintendent, U.S. Mint, 


Philadelphia, Pa. 
Sir: 

As it is highly important that the old style melting and ecupel 
furnaces, at present in use in the assay department of your mint, 
should be replaced at the earliest practicable moment with gas furna- 
ces of modern make, and if possible, before the meeting of the annual 
assay commission in February, you are authorized to have Dr. d.it. 
Eekfeldt, the assayer of your mint, proceed to New York and make the 
necessary arrangements for the purchase of gas ielting and cupel fur- 
maces, and such other modern apparatus and supplies as the assay de- 
partment may require. 

He is also authorized to come to Washington and examine the melt- 
ing and cupel furnaces in the laboratory of this bureau, and take any 
measurements that may be necessary. 

His neeessary expenses while engaged in this duty will be paid 


by you from the appropriation for contingent expenses of your mint, for 


the current fiseal year. 


Very respectfully, 


‘Brector \ 
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Treasury Department, 
Bureau of the Mint, 
Washington, D.C., 
December 30, 1889 


The Superintendent, U.S. Mint, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Sir: 


As it is highly important that the old style melting and cupel furnaces, at present in use in 
the assay department of your mint, should be replaced at the earliest practicable moment with gas 
furnaces of modern make, and if possible, before the meeting of the annual assay commission in 
February, you are authorized to have Dr. J.B. Eckfeldt, the assayer of your mint, proceed to New 
York and make the necessary arrangements for the purchase of gas melting and cupel furnaces, 
and such other modern apparatus and supplies as the assay department may require. 


He is also authorized to come to Washington and examine the melting and cupel furnaces 
in the laboratory of this bureau, and take any measurements that may be necessary. 


His necessary expenses while engaged in this duty will be paid by you from the 
appropriation for contingent expenses of your mint, for the current fiscal year. 


Very respectfully, 
E.O. Leech 
Director. 


